IF YOU LIKE...
“A Child Called It”
The Death of Jayson Porter
By Jamie Adoff
In the Florida projects, sixteen-year-old Jayson struggles with the harsh realities
of his life which include an abusive mother, a drug-addicted father, and not fitting
in at his predominately white school, and bring him to the brink of suicide.

Lock and Key
By Sarah Dessen
When she is abandoned by her alcoholic mother, high school senior Ruby winds
up living with Cora, the sister she has not seen for ten years, and learns about
Cora's new life, what makes a family, how to allow people to help her when she
needs it, and that she too has something to offer others.

Because I Am Furniture
By Thalia Chaltas
The youngest of three siblings, fourteen-year-old Anke feels both relieved and
neglected that her father abuses her brother and sister but ignores her, but when
she catches him with one of her friends, she finally becomes angry enough to take
action.

Forged by Fire
By Sharon M. Draper
Teenage Gerald, who has spent years protecting his fragile half-sister from their
abusive father, faces the prospect of one final confrontation before the problem
can be solved.
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Touching Snow
By M. Sindy Felin
M. Sindy Felin’s debut novel is the story of a young girl’s coming-of-age amid the
violent waters that run just beneath the surface of suburbia—a story that has the
courage to ask: How far will you go to protect the ones you love?

The Last Exit To Normal
By Michael Harmon
Yanked out of his city life and plunked down into a small Montana town with his
father and his father's boyfriend, seventeen-year-old Ben, angry and resentful
about the changed circumstances of his life, begins to notice that something is
not quite right with the little boy next door and determines to do something about
it.

Suckerpunch
By David Hernandez
It’s the summer before senior year, and Marcus should be hanging out, filling his
sketchbook, maybe asking a girl out for once. So why is he in a car with his
brother, his brother’s girl, and the pistol, headed straight toward his dad?

You Don’t Know Me
By David Klass
Fourteen-year-old John creates alternative realities in his mind as he tries to deal
with his mother's abusive boyfriend, his crush on a beautiful, but shallow
classmate and other problems at school.

The Rules of Survival
By Nancy Werlin
Seventeen-year-old Matthew recounts his attempts, starting at a young age, to
free himself and his sisters from the grip of their emotionally and physically
abusive mother.
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